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worship   of   the   State   that   the   world   has   ever
known ?

To tell us the conditions under which all this
occurred is not to tell us the cause of it. We follow
with interest the sketches which M. Ren an gives of
these conditions, though it must be said that his
generalisations are often extravagantly loose and mis-
leading. We do indeed want to know more of those
wonderful but hidden days which intervene between
the great Advent, with its subsequent Apostolic age,
and the days when the Church appears fully consti-
tuted and recognised. German research and French
intelligence and constructiveness have done some-
thing to help us, but not much. But at the end of
all such inquiries appears the question of questions,
What was the beginning and root of it all ? Chris-
tians have a reasonable answer to the question.
There is none, there is not really the suggestion
of one, in M. Renan's account of the connection
of Christianity with the Roman world.

M. RENAN has pursued the line of thought indicated
in his first lecture, and in his succeeding lectures has
developed the idea that Christianity, as we know it,
was born in Imperial Rome, and that in its visible form
and active influence on the world it was the manifest
1 Guardian, 2ist April 1880.